
The GSR Code: Products

The Government Social Research Service (GSR) exists to serve the public through providing the government of the day with 
high quality, objective, reliable, relevant and timely social science research to inform policy making and delivery.
The GSR Code sets out seven key principles that all GSR members must adhere to in order to ensure  
research and analysis that is scientifically rigorous, relevant and valued.
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Government Social 
Research is the application of 

social scientific knowledge with the 
aim of improving the impact 
and efficacy of government 

policy and delivery. To achieve 
this its output will be:

Based on sound methodology and established 
scientific principlesQuality assured

Based on best design, 
given constraints

Conclusions are clearly 
and adequately supported by data

Anticipates future policy issues as well as 
addressing current ones 

Delivers solutions that are viable, 
actionable and represent 
value for money 

Contributes to all stages 
of the policy and 
delivery process

Answers clear and 
researchable questions

Published

Data are made available 
wherever possible

Clear and concise

Related to existing work in field

Complies with relevant legislation

Complies with GSRʼs 
ethical guidelines

Legal and 
ethical


