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Being an Economist in HMRC


As an economist in HMRC you’ll have the opportunity to be at the heart of it all: helping to shape policy by providing significant economic analysis that feeds into ministers at HM Treasury and the Chancellor of the Exchequer. With such a wide variety of roles, there’s plenty of opportunity to use and develop your economic knowledge further. It will be challenging at times but rewarding too and you’ll be supported along the way with comprehensive training and around 60 other HMRC economists with a wealth of experience. 








Develop your career…


No prior knowledge of tax is required to work at HMRC. On a day-to-day basis you will be applying what you have learnt at university but we want to help you achieve more. You can enjoy wide-ranging opportunities for training and professional development, including:





      Your Pay and Benefits…


Assistants in London start on £29,256 pa + an extra £1,500 for new entrants with a MSc. There is good salary progression and promotion to Economic Adviser is normally achieved within 3-5 years.


The pay range for a grade 7 Economic Adviser is £52,600 -61,500 and for a more experienced grade 6 Economic Adviser: £63,400 – 74,200. 


36 hour week and 22 days holiday (rising to 25 in your 2nd year) plus 10 ½ days public and privilege holidays. 


Economists are primarily based at 100 Parliament Street which boasts great facilities including a canteen, gym, and table tennis, table football and pool rooms. A few are based in Bush House, The Strand.





HMRC Economists





HM Revenue & Customs Policy Maintenance





HM Treasury Policy Development





HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC) was formed from the merger of the Inland Revenue and HM Customs and Excise in 2005. We are now responsible for the collection of the overwhelming majority of government receipts - some £400 billion in 2009/10 – and payment of some £26 billion of Child and Working Tax Credits, as well as Child Benefit.


HMRC economists work as part of a central analytical unit called Knowledge Analysis and Intelligence. We provide analytical and research evidence for policy development in both HMRC and HM Treasury alongside statisticians, social researchers and operational researchers. We also support internal decision making by using our skills to improve the way HMRC administers the tax system.











Influence all areas of society…





As an HMRC economist you can use your skills to contribute towards:


Finding the most efficient way to improve the UK’s fiscal balance.


Alleviating poverty through the tax credits system.


Tackling climate change through environmental and transport taxes.


Understanding taxpayer behaviour and ensuring that everyone pays their fair share.








Working at the heart of the Tax Policy Partnership and beyond...




















If you would like any additional information please contact us… 


edward.zamboni@hmrc.gsi.gov.uk     








HMRC Operations and Compliance





When you join HMRC as an Assistant Economist you’ll be assigned a ‘Buddy’ whose role it is to help you settle in; from finding your way to the canteen to understanding what really makes HMRC tick – you’ll find your feet in no time!








 	It’s not all work and no play. The Assistant Economists meet up regularly; be it going for lunch, enjoying a night out, or even work-related activities! And for energetic types, there’s always football and netball on Thursday evenings or the lunch-time table tennis league!








There is a good balance of team and independent working, meaning responsibility comes hand-in-hand with all of the support you need. Assistant Economists are allocated more senior economist development managers, who will help you to learn about economics of the area you work on, and advise you on your day to day work. 








The variety of positions available and the Department's rotation policy means that Assistant Economists at HMRC enjoy an exciting and wide-ranging experience in their first few years.





Courses in post-graduate tax economics with leading academics.


Seminars, conferences, workshops, designed by economists for economists.


Courses and seminars to help you develop communication and management skills. 


Access to coaching and guidance from highly skilled Economists within the team.
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