The Food Standards Agency is an independent government department set up in 2000 by an Act of Parliament to protect the public's health and consumer interests in relation to food.

The Food Standards Agency provides advice and information to the public and Government on food safety from farm to fork, nutrition and diet. It also protects consumers through effective food enforcement and monitoring.

About the Food Standards Agency

The Food Standards Agency is an independent government department set up in 2000 by an Act of Parliament to protect the public's health and consumer interests in relation to food. The Food Standards Agency provides advice and information to the public and Government on food safety from farm to fork, nutrition and diet. It also protects consumers through effective food enforcement and monitoring. Its three core values are:

· Putting consumers first;

· Openness and independence;

· Science and evidence based.

What do our Economists do?

The FSA has a small team of five London-based economists, working in a central multi-disciplinary analytical Division. Our economists work on a wide range of topics, providing an economic input to policy development, cost benefit analysis of regulatory proposals, advice on the economics of the food chain, diet and research. Recent topics have included working with industry to reduce salt, new saturated fat reduction proposals, the review of front of pack food labelling, the cost of food borne illness and modelling impacts of subsidy reduction to the meat industry.

The size of the Agency means that there are excellent opportunities for early responsibility and the team’s work is extremely diverse, covering a large range of policies. The Agency is committed to training and economists are provided with extensive development opportunities.

Salary and job opportunities

Assistant Economists have to apply through the central GES fast stream scheme and Economic Adviser posts are advertised within the GES. We offer competitive salaries and an additional pay allowance. Assistant Economists pay starts from £27,239 - £34,389 per annum, plus an additional pay allowance of £3,000 p.a. Economic Advisers pay starts from £43,511 - £56,048 per annum, plus an additional pay allowance of £4,000 p.a. 
  
For more information about the Agency, see our Website: www.food.gov.uk.

For further details about working as an economist at the Food Standards Agency, please contact: Chief Economist, Derrick Jones 
020 7276 8611        derrick.jones@foodstandards.gsi.gov.uk.

